
 

 

Sarah Phillips, she runs a leading nurse training company called Vein Train 
and is an author on Venepuncture and Cannulation (Wiley; Blackwells), this is 
what she says about the Vacuderm. 
 
I first saw the Vacuderm in 2015 at an event at the Royal college of Surgeons 

for Trainers.  It was one of only 4 companies to showcase.   

I like the device because it is a simple way to bring up the veins.  I introduced it 

to customers during courses and have had excellent responses. It never fails as 

the strap is so strong so doesn’t risk snapping (many do) yet it grips the arm 

without pinching.  At times clinicians will come up with things like gloves so 

they can get a super tight grip or the clasp on the re-useable tourniquet can 

catch delicate tissue and cause harm.  

It also operates like a multi-use tourniquet as it allows tightening and 

loosening.  This is really important as clinicians will avoid single use (best 

practice) because they don’t like having to reapply it again. It is a really tricky 

time, when a vein has been found. 

I was so impressed with the tourniquet I offered to take it to WISH, work 

innovation summit for health.  This is an invite only event and It got a lot of 

interest. 

This is such a fantastic product because it is so simple and effective to an 

excellent level.  Small things all add up when working with tiny needles and 

difficult vein access.  I would always want one of these in my toolkit so that I 

could use it to prevent failed access.  

I would like to see these on all clinical areas in a difficult cannulation toolkit.  

However, I would like them to be used regularly so the practice remains 

current.  I think places like dentists, oncology and specialist areas would use 

them constantly as they have a vein preservation focus.  Generalist areas do 

not but if these devices were made available it would help with reducing the 

missed vein entry rates and also the high failure rates of poorly placed 

cannulas.  An astonishing 69 percent failure from intended duration.  We have 

a massive global problem with cannula in needle insertion.  The Vacuderm is 

ripe for helping address this right from the beginning – vein finding.  If we can 

find the veins we don’t have all the problems thereafter. 

 


